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Métis Nation 2020 – Manitoba 150 
A year to acknowledge and celebrate 150 years of the 

Métis and Louis Riel - the Founder of Manitoba, 
Leader of the Métis Nation, and Defender of Minority Rights
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A SPECIAL MESSAGE FROM PRESIDENT DAVID CHARTRAND
2020 was an incredible year of challenges and celebration. The 
COVID-19 pandemic ushered in a new global era of social distancing 
and shutdowns. Many people lost their lives to this virus across the 
world and in our province and many more felt the �nancial and 
mental effects.  The pandemic was also an uninvited guest to our 
Manitoba 150 activities and stole many of our celebrations from us. 

But the Métis people have faced hardship before. We found 
innovative ways to remain connected to our loved ones and our 
communities, in spite of the pandemic. We also found new ways to 
mark the important milestone of Manitoba’s 150 – the anniversary 
of Manitoba’s entry into Canada’s Confederation. 

Manitoba’s Premier, Brian Pallister, tried to cut us out of the celebration. He did not involve the Métis Government 
when assembling the committee, nor did he request our input on the festivities that were planned. Of course, we did 
not allow that to pass. Rather, we had our own celebration that was open to all Manitobans, thanks to the support 
of the Government of Canada.

It would be impossible to celebrate Manitoba 150 without recognizing the special relationship between the province 
and the Métis people. It was in 1870 that Louis Riel, Métis leader and President of the Provisional Government, along 
with his Cabinet and representatives from the Red River Settlement parishes, established the terms of negotiation 
for Manitoba’s entry into the Confederation of Canada. 

Some of these terms were enshrined in The Manitoba Act. This 
Act received Royal Assent on May 12, 1870, making Manitoba the 
�fth province to enter Canadian Confederation. This led the way 
for the remaining provinces of the west to enter Canada, though 
Manitoba remained the only province led by an Indigenous Nation.  
The Manitoba Métis became known as Canada’s negotiating 
partners in Confederation and the founders of our province.

Métis Nation 2020 – Manitoba 150 celebrates the 150th 
anniversary of Manitoba becoming a province by the efforts of 
the Métis Nation, while honoring Louis Riel – the Founder of 
Manitoba, Father of Confederation, Leader of the Métis Nation, 
and Defender of Minority Rights. Louis Riel is further recognized 
by the Métis people as the First Premier of Manitoba.

It is with our Métis voices and through our Métis eyes that we 
share our rich culture, history and traditions with all Manitobans 
and Canadians, breathing life into Riel’s vision of an inclusive 
and welcoming province, shared by all.

Since 1967, the Manitoba Metis Federation has been the 
of�cial voice and recognized democratic self-governing political 
representative of the Métis Nation’s Manitoba Métis Community.  On behalf of our people, the Manitoba Metis 
Federation led the celebrations of Manitoba’s 150th birthday across this great province and country we call home.

It is my pleasure to share the images and stories found here, to highlight the celebrations of this historic occasion 
throughout 2020. 
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The contributions of the Manitoba Métis in building 
Canada deserve recognition and celebration.  As 
one of the Aboriginal Peoples recognized in section 
35 of the Canadian Constitution, the Métis are an 
Indigenous Nation that has always had our own 
common Homeland, distinct language (Michif), a 
�ag, and a strong and vibrant culture and way of life. 
The heart of the Métis Nation Homeland is within the 
postage stamp province of Manitoba.  Our birthplace 
is the Red River Settlement, now known as the City 
of Winnipeg.  

The Métis Nation’s history is full of heroes and battles: 
military, legal and political struggles for justice, rights 
and free trade, and economic participation.  Since 
inception, there is not a time that our Nation has 
not fought for the right and against what is wrong – 
largely because we’ve had no other option. 

The history we were taught in schools has not 
always re�ected the history we know as the Métis.   
The pages here are �lled with images and stories 
marking our history as we know it. Let us go on a 
journey through the past 150 years of Manitoba’s 
history through the eyes of the Métis Nation.  
 

Red River Resistance

In 1814  the Hudson’s Bay Company (HBC) declared 
the Pemmican Proclamation which made it illegal for 
anyone to export pemmican or other provisions from 
the Red River Colony. This declaration angered the 
Métis as it impacted our economy, autonomy, and our 
way of life. This was an unwanted intrusion by Lord 
Selkirk and the HBC into the Métis Nation’s business 
matters. 

It was the Victory of Frog Plain in 1816 – also known 
as the Battle of Seven Oaks – where our political 
consciousness as a Nation was realized.  It was 
at this time that Cuthbert Grant �rst unfurled our 
Nation’s �ag and fought against the unchecked rule 
of HBC in the name of the Métis people’s right to free 
trade. This battle resulted in a clear victory for the 
Métis people, giving notice to all that the Métis Nation 
had been born on the prairies, and was alive and 
well. 

From there, the will and voice of Métis Nation 
continued to grow and �ourish in the Homeland. 
Using the wisdom and guidance of previous Métis 
leaders, like his father Louis Riel Sr., who experienced 

Riel’s (centre) �rst provisional government, 1869.  Photo Courtesy of the Glenbow Museum

The Métis People of Manitoba:  Celebrating 150 years of our shared history
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the battles for rights �rst-hand,  Louis Riel was well 
equipped for what became known as the Red River 
Resistance,  his people’s stand against Canada’s 
encroachment onto our lands and against our 
families.

At the time, some of the land that would eventually 
fall within our postage stamp province’s �rst 
borders was known under a different name. The 
district of Assiniboia was ruled by the Council of 
Assiniboia, with members appointed by HBC rather 
than elected by the inhabitants.  

In 1868, the British government and HBC reached 
an agreement that allowed for the transfer of 
Rupertsland to the newly confederated Dominion of 
Canada. The people of the Northwest, including the 
Métis majority living in Red River, were not informed 
or consulted regarding this transfer of land and the 
establishment of a new government.  In October of 
1869, surveyors began marking off lands. 

On October 11th, a group of Métis confronted the 
surveyors and rejected the activity – marking the 
�rst sign of resistance. It was Louis Riel himself 
who put his de�ant foot down on the chain of 
the unwelcomed surveyors, challenging Prime 
Minister Macdonald’s plan to divvy up the Red 
River Settlement without �rst consulting with the 
Métis. One response to this incident was  the 
establishment of the National Committee of the 
Métis of the Red River on October 16, 1869, 
an expression of our democratic Métis 
governance traditions, used since the 
days of the buffalo hunt.

On November 2, 1869, the Métis 
seized Upper Fort Garry.  On 
November 24, 1869 Louis Riel 
proposed the formation of a 
Provisional Government made 
up of 12 English and 12 French 
representatives from the parishes, 
with the goal of protecting the 
Northwest and negotiating entry into 
Canada’s Confederation. On December 
8, 1869, a Declaration of the People of 
Rupertsland and the Northwest was issued 
from Upper Fort Garry. It declared that the 
Provisional Government would be the 

only lawful authority in the land.  

Louis Riel was chosen President on December 27, 
1869 and from there would go on to become the 
Founder of Manitoba, Defender of Rights, Leader of 
the Métis Nation and Father of Confederation.  

The rights Manitobans, and indeed all Canadians, 
enjoy today are thanks to the leaders who rallied 
together in common cause to protect their land and 
the right to prosper in the west. 

https://www.manitobametis.com/resources/
making-manitoba-the-role-of-the-metis-in-the-red-river-
resistance/

The Manitoba Act 1870

In January of 1870, elected representatives of the 
French and English parishes, known as the Convention 
of 40, gathered at Upper Fort Gary and democratically 
drafted a List of Rights. The list outlined the terms by 
which the Provisional Government – now led by Louis 
Riel – would agree to enter Confederation. It was the 
foundation upon which the Manitoba Act was built.  
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In February of 1870, the Convention of 40 selected 
three delegates to bring the List of Rights to Canada 
to negotiate entry into Confederation. Those delegates 
were Alfred H. Scott, Judge John Black and Father Noel 
Ritchot.

On May 12, 1870, the Manitoba Act was rati�ed by 
Royal Assent and Manitoba was legally recognized as 
the �fth province to join confederation. It was with this 
Act that the Métis made history as the �rst and only 
Indigenous people to bring a province into Canada’s 
Confederation.

The Fate of Louis Riel

After Manitoba joined Canada, Riel, along with other 
Métis inhabitants, were forced to �ee for their own 
safety, were away the province they  helped create. 
Many of the Métis �ed deeper into our territories 
throughout the Northwest but continued to be 
mistreated by the federal government. 

The Métis once again called on Riel to return to the 
Northwest to resist  Sir John A. Macdonald’s tyranny. 
Riel returned to help his people once again in what is 
known as the Northwest Resistance in 1885.

 It was after this second Resistance in 1885 that a 
court judged Louis Riel  a traitor and executed him for 
the crime of defending his people and his Homeland. 
The Métis Nation has long have carried his �nal words 
in their hearts and minds: 

“I must speak of God in whom I trust. In him, I have 
room to hope. The rope threatens my life, but thank 
God, I fear not.” 

History shows us that even the persecution and reign 
of terror against the Métis people after Louis Riel’s 
death could not silence the Métis Nation. What has 
always united the Métis Nation is our heritage, our 
connection to our Homeland, our culture, our common 
purpose and the shared feeling of responsibility to 
right the wrongs committed against Louis Riel and our 
ancestors. 

Celebrating Manitoba 150 and the 
role Louis Riel and the Métis played in 
Manitoba becoming the Fifth Province to 
enter Canadian Confederation 

To celebrate Manitoba entering Confederation, and 
the role the Métis played in its inception, several 
celebrations occurred with key partners throughout 
2020.   They were held not only to celebrate our rich 
Métis culture, but also to educate all Canadians about 
how Louis Riel and the Métis people contributed to 
making Canada a nation of diverse and varied cultures.  

Partnering with Heritage Canada, Canada Post, and 
the Royal Canada Mint, several key initiatives were 
undertaken to celebrate Manitoba 150 and the role 
of Louis Riel in bringing Manitoba into Confederation. 

Photo: Courtesy of the Manitoba Metis Federation
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Putting the Métis Nation Front and Centre

How a year-long campaign spread history, pride and optimism 
throughout Manitoba

As per our customs and traditions, we often turn to 
our Elders for their wise advice. One piece of advice 
that is  President Chartrand’s personal favourite is, 
“you have to know where you come from so you can 
set your pathway going forward.” It is this motto 
that inspired a year-long advertising campaign to 
mark Metis 150, a celebration of a century and a 
half since the Métis became a negotiating partner 
in Confederation.  

The year-long celebrations included a public 
awareness campaign that featured billboards and 
bus ads across the province. If Manitobans were 
in Brandon, Winnipeg, Churchill, Flin Flon or on a 
major highway in between, the Métis Nation’s call 
to celebrate was clearly visible for all to see.

The Métis leaders that negotiated Manitoba’s 
entry into Confederation envisioned an inclusive 
Manitoba. A province where French and English 

would be equal, Indigenous people would have 
a say, and immigrants would be welcomed. They 
rightly believed that there was enough land and 
opportunity for everyone to prosper.

Despite this forward-looking vision, we still have 
political leaders in Manitoba who won’t name Louis 
Riel as the Father of Manitoba. As students are 
taught a more truthful history and our youth regain 
their pride, we know that recognition of Louis Riel’s 
role as Manitoba’s �rst premier is inevitable, in 
spite of those who wish to wash away our role in 
history. 

While it’s important that Manitobans understand 
how the Métis people contributed to our province, 
it’s also important to celebrate our shared home 
and the connections it gives us. We are all proud 
Manitobans. 

Une affiche de la campagne Métis 150. One of the billboards of the Metis 150 campaign.

photo : Fédération Métisse du Manitoba ‐ Manitoba Metis Federation
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A Commemorative Silver Coin
OCTOBER 22,2019

Leader of the Métis Nation. 
Father of Manitoba.

On Louis Riel’s birthday, October 22, 2019, The 
Royal Canadian Mint issued a 2019 Special 
Edition Proof Dollar acknowledging, honouring and 
celebrating the unique history of Louis Riel and the 
Métis Nation. 

The coin was designed by Métis artist David 
Garneau and only 15,000 were produced for 
circulation. 

This coin, which commemorates Louis Riel’s place 
in history, is a celebration of the cultural legacy of 
the Métis Nation and its resilience. The struggles 
of the past have not disappeared - they continue to 
echo through generations. There is hope, however, 
through the acknowledgement of Canada’s troubled 
history and in the recognition of a founding Nation’s 
sacri�ces.

The coin was designed by Métis artist David 
Garneau, as a symbol of uni�cation and immortality.  
Only 15,000 were produced for circulation. 

An O�cial Stamp
NOVEMBER 6, 2019

In November of 2019, Canada Post issued a special 
stamp, featuring Louis Riel and the council of the 
Provisional Government, along with an image of Upper 
Fort Garry in the background. The stamp image, designed 
by Paprika and illustrated by Gérard DuBois, is based 
on two historical sources: an 1848 lithograph, Fort 
Garry, and a photograph of Louis Riel and his Provisional 
Government taken in 1870.

It Is �tting that the ceremony to unveil the stamp took 
place next to the gate of Upper Fort Garry. Not only 
is it prominently featured on the stamp, but it is also 
the Fort that the Métis seized control of and used as 
our seat of governance. The place where such historic 
documents like the List of Rights were passed, before 
being incorporated into the Manitoba Act, 1870.

The stamp represents visibility and presence that speaks 
to the Métis people’s struggle for land, sovereign rights 
and for the integrity of our distinct culture.
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Winterlude
JANUARY 31 TO FEBRUARY 2, 2020  

At the beginning of 2020, the Métis Nation 
partnered with Heritage Canada and the National 
Capital Commission to celebrate the Métis Nation 
negotiating Manitoba’s entry into Confederation 
150 years ago at Ottawa’s foremost winter 
festival, Winterlude. Winterlude kicked off the two 
weeks of winter activities with a concert led by 
Métis singers and jiggers, and an ice sculpture of 
Louis Riel prominently displayed.  

Being featured for a full week at one of Canada’s 
largest winter festivals in Ottawa – the capital 
of a country that denied Riel the ability to take 
his rightful seat at the House of Commons, 
despite being elected three times – is surely an 
accomplishment that our ancestors could never 
have dreamed of.  
  

 Kick off to Winterlude in the Nation’s Capital
On December 11, 2019, Manitoba Metis Federation President 
and MNC National Spokesperson David Chartrand joined federal 
Minister of Middle Class Prosperity Mona Fortier at the unveiling 
of programming for the 42nd Winterlude, which took place in 
Ottawa.  From January 31 to February 2, 2020, the Métis National 
Council (MNC) and Manitoba Metis Federation (MMF) were excited 
to partner with Canadian Heritage to ensure that the Métis Nation 
was highlighted in many of the Winterlude festivities to celebrate 
this milestone year. 
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Métis Nation Gala
FEBRUARY 1, 2020

During Winterlude, the Métis Nation held our �rst ever national 
gala in the nation’s capital.

Invited guests included 250 members from the Métis Nation, 
performers, and dignitaries, including ambassadors from 
Norway, Mexico, Kazakhstan, and Cuba, Senator Kim Pate and 
Manitoba Senator Mary Jane McCallum and Federal Ministers, 
the Honourables Marc Miller, Dan Vandal, and Carolyn Bennett. 
Dinner included bison steak and blueberry tarts, in a modern take 
on traditional Métis foods. Entertainment was provided by Métis 
�ddle players and jiggers.  

https://twitter.com/MarcMillerVM/
status/1223802271374495746?s=20

Minister Mark Miller addresses the crowd in Michif. 

Métis Nation Gala 
Manitoba 150    
Saturday, February 1st, 2020 

National Gallery of Canada 
Scotia Great HallScotia Great HallScotia Great Hall

Gala de la Nation métisse 
Manitoba 150    
Samedi 1er février 2020 

Musée des beaux-arts du Canada
Grand Hall Banque Scotia
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MANITOBA 150
MÉTIS NATION 2020 

Winterlude Celebrations in the 
National Capital Region

2020 marks the 150th anniversary of the Métis 
Nation joining the Canadian federation through the 
establishment of the Province of Manitoba as Canada’s 
fifth province through the efforts of President Louis Riel 
and his Provisional Government.   

Louis Riel, the first premier of Manitoba and one of 
Canada’s founding fathers, was a strong defender of 
minority rights who fought to preserve Métis rights and 
culture.  Elected three times as a Member of Parliament 
but unable to take his seat, Riel would lead the Métis 
and negotiate the entry of Manitoba into Confederation 
through the Manitoba Act 1870. This important part of 
Canadian history is worthy of recognition and cause for 
celebration. 

Saturday, February 1

Two performances of the play, 

The Life of Louis Riel
11:00am and 2:00pm

Theatre
Canadian Museum of History  

100 Laurier St, Gatineau Quebec

 

Sunday, February 2

10:30am - French Mass  |  12 noon - English Mass

Church Service
Notre Dame Cathedral Basilica

385 Sussex Drive, Ottawa

10:00am - 4:00pm

Red River Métis Village
Métis Elders, Michif speakers, Métis dancers and other 

performers on main stage throughout the day
Grand Hall

Canadian Museum of History
100 Laurier St, Gatineau Quebec

10:00am - 4:00pm

Métis songs and crafts for children
 World renowned Métis Master Beader - Jennine Krauchi

Douglas Cardinal Salon 
Canadian Museum of History 

100 Laurier St, Gatineau Quebec

metisnation.ca
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Nation’s Capital Banner Program

As part of a continued relationship with Heritage Canada 
and the National Capital Region, banners of Louis Riel 
were placed throughout key thoroughfares as part of the 
National Capital Region Banner Program in Ottawa, in 
recognition and celebration of the Métis Nation in 2020.  
Banners were placed at 100 Wellington Street, home of 
the Indigenous Peoples’ Building on Parliament Hill and 
were strategically placed in designated thoroughfares in 
Ottawa such as Sussex Drive.  

On July 15th, to complement the banner placements in 
Ottawa, the same banners were put up to pay tribute 

and honour Louis 
Riel – Founder of 
Manitoba – across 
all seven regions of 
the Manitoba Metis 
Federation.

  

100 Wellington, the Indigenous 
Peoples’ Building on Parliament 
Hill

Red River Métis Expedition 2020 - Kenora, Ontario
FEBRUARY 16, 2020 

The Dawson Trail – often referred to as the Forgotten 
Trail – was one of the most signi�cant trade routes in 
Canadian history.  It was the �rst of its kind – an all-
Canadian trade route that linked the Great Lakes and 
eastern Canada with the west. Named after engineer/
surveyor Simon James Dawson, the �rst portion of 
the Dawson Trail was constructed from Lake Superior 
to Lake of the Woods in 1868. In 1870, it became 
the land and water-based route ending in the Red 
River Settlement (now Winnipeg). The trail was �nally 
completed in 1871, though its incomplete state did 
not stop members of the 1870 Wolseley Expedition 
from using it during the Red River Resistance. 
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In 2020, organizers re-enacted the trek along Dawson 
Trail. A dog sled left Kenora, Ontario to the east side 
of the Whitemouth River on February 18, 2020. The 
dog sled trek featured an eight-dog mushing team that 
headed out from Kenora across Lake of the Woods, 
through the Northwest Angle into eastern Manitoba. The 
team traveled along back trails until they arrived at the 
Whitemouth River, once the original Dawson Trail, where 
the bridge was used to cross the river. 

Red River Métis Expedition arrives in 
Winnipeg on Louis Riel Day
FEBRUARY 17, 2020 

The Red River Métis Expedition dog sled arrived in 
Manitoba in time to mark Louis Riel Day. Louis Riel Day 
in Manitoba falls on the same day as Family Day in other 
provinces. Having this day named after him by a vote of 
students in Manitoba sends a positive message across 
Canada: the Métis contributions to Manitoba are not 
forgotten by the next generation. Students have learned 
a better and more accurate version of Louis Riel’s history 
and legacy, and the importance of Louis Riel and his 
people’s role in Canada’s Confederation.

Métis Nation Heritage Centre
MAY 11, 2020

The Bank of Montreal (BMO) and the Manitoba Metis 
Federation announced an agreement for the sale of the 
iconic BMO building at Portage and Main in Winnipeg 
to the Manitoba Metis Federation. In the spirit of 
reconciliation and mutual respect, BMO played an 
important role in ensuring this historic building would 
be preserved and used as a platform for Métis Nation’s 
history. This site will be the future home of the Manitoba 
Metis Federation’s Métis Nation Heritage Centre.
The building sits at the corner of Portage and Main, which 
was the industrial, political, and social hub of the Red 
River Settlement in the 1800’s. Portage and Main is also 
a landmark intersection, as it was a major intersection 
of two major Métis cart trails. Set alongside the joining 
of the Red and Assiniboia Rivers, this location was ideal 
for trade and served as the economic base for the Métis, 
First Nations and settlers to conduct business. 

Manitoba Act given royal assent in the 
Senate of Canada
MAY 12, 2020

A signi�cant date in Canadian history and within the Métis 
Nation, May 12, 1870 was the day the Manitoba Act, 1870 
was given royal assent in the Senate of Canada. This was 
the day that Manitoba became a part Canada through the 
collective will of the Métis people. 

Watch four special vignettes produced to celebrate the 
signi�cance of May 12 and the passing of the Manitoba 
Act, 1870:

http://www.manitobametis.com/news/manitoba-150-10-
vignettes/

https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/manitoba/metis-
planning-own-manitoba-150-celebration-1.5454892

https://www.facebook.com/
watch/?v=2692603341028712
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National Indigenous Peoples Day
JUNE 21, 2020  

National Indigenous Peoples Day in 2020 was a 
special day for Métis people across the Homeland. 
In Manitoba, the Manitoba Metis Federation 
provided eight hours of live-streamed entertainment 
showcasing the indomitable spirit and rich history of 
the Métis through song, dance, storytelling, laughter 
and sharing. It included a partnership with CTV 
Winnipeg who broadcasted the event live for one hour.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5GAIsDJXZbY

Manitoba Metis Federation President David Chartrand 
on June 21, 2020 

http://www.manitobametis.com/mmf-commercial/
Manitoba Metis Federation President David Chartrand 
on June 21, 2020 

http://www.manitobametis.com/mmf-commercial/

Parliament Hill Sound and Light Show
JULY – SEPTEMBER 2020

Heritage Canada included the story of the Métis 
people, the creation of Manitoba as Canada’s �fth 
province, and the role of Louis Riel in the Sound 
and Light Show displayed every night to the public 
gatherings on Parliament Hill in Ottawa as part of 
Métis Nation 2020 – Manitoba 150 festivities.   

Canada Day
JULY 1, 2020 

The Government of Canada celebrated Canada Day 
in a whole new way, bringing us together virtually 
to share our Canadian pride. On July 1, Canadians 
were invited to take part in the virtual Canada Day 
celebrations. 

As part of the virtual celebration, the Métis National 
Council, in partnership with the Manitoba Metis 
Federation, created a three-minute video to celebrate 
the 150th year anniversary of Manitoba joining 
Confederation, thanks to the negotiations of Louis 
Riel and the Provisional Government of 1869. 
 
On Canada Day 2020, the Métis celebrated our proud 
history with all Manitobans and with all Canadians.

Fireworks light up the prairie sky
JULY 15, 2020

On July 15, 1870, the Manitoba Act came into effect, 
of�cially establishing the province of Manitoba. 
As part of Métis Nation 2020 – Manitoba 150, 
the Manitoba Metis Federation came up with an 
innovative way for people to celebrate together while 
social distancing. Province-wide �reworks lit up the 
prairie sky in communities from Winnipeg to Churchill 
on the evening of July 15, with displays live streamed 
for others to watch from the comfort of their own 
homes. 
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The �rst-of-its-kind provincewide �reworks display marked 
the date Manitoba of�cially became the �fth province to 
enter Confederation, and the only one to be negotiated 
under an Indigenous leader. 

How some notable Manitoba Métis celebrated Manitoba 
150. 
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/manitoba/manitoba-
150-celebration-during-covid-19-1.5566244

Donation to the Winnipeg River Heritage 
Museum
SEPTEMBER 1, 2020

The Manitoba Metis Federation presented $70,000 to the 
Winnipeg River Heritage Museum. The museum recognizes 
and tells the story of the signi�cance of the Winnipeg River, 
from its historical and ancient beginnings through to modern 
times. 

The Métis Nation recognizes the importance of 
Manitoba’s riverways to the evolution of our Nation, 
and the importance of preserving both the living 
river and the history it bears for our people. 

Louis Riel’s life takes centre stage
OCTOBER 22, 2020 

In 2020, the Manitoba Metis Federation created a 
video called, “Ode to Louis Riel” which paid tribute to 
our leader through songs and poetry.  The video was 
shown on CTV as well as Metis National Council and 
the Manitoba Metis Federation websites. 

A defender of Métis rights and a catalyst for change, 
Louis Riel was born in Saint- Boniface on October 
22, 1844, in the province he later founded. Only 
41 years old when he was executed, he will forever 
be regarded as a Founder of Confederation, Father 
of Manitoba, and leader to Métis everywhere. In 
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2020, Louis Riel’s birthday was celebrated as a day of 
acknowledgement and reverence.

The Manitoba Metis Federation also created, produced, 
and delivered a play ‘The Life of Louis Riel’ that honoured 
the life of the young boy who became the Leader of 
the Métis Nation, Founder of Manitoba and Father of 
Confederation.  In partnership with Canadian Heritage, 
the play was delivered to audiences across Manitoba 
and in the Nation’s Capital. A booklet accompanied the 
play and was distributed to educators, including several 
schools in Winnipeg that were invited to watch the play 
at four special screenings.

“We desire at all times to hear public 
opinion, and, as far as possible, to be guided 
by it.  Our wish is not merely to invite public 
con�dence, but to show ourselves worthy 
of it by doing what we can to promote the 
welfare and prosperity of all.” – Louis Riel, 
Second Session, Legislative Assembly of Assiniboia, 
April 26, 1870.

https://www2.metisnation.ca/news/the-life-of-louis-
riel/

Recognition for Indigenous Veterans
NOVEMBER 8, 2020 

On June 13th, 2019, the Government of Canada 
and the Métis Nation signed an agreement wherein 
the government of Canada apologized for failing to 
compensate Métis Veterans for pre- and post-World 
War II  experiences .
Throughout the year, even during COVID-19, the Métis 
National Council visited, either in person or virtually, 
Métis Veterans across Canada to honour their role in 
WWII. 

The Recognition Payment is part of the Métis Veterans 
Legacy Program established in partnership with the 
Trudeau government to commemorate forgotten Métis 
soldiers. To date 29 WWII Métis Veterans, 24 spouses, 
and the children of �ve Métis Veterans have been 
presented with recognition payments as part of the 
Métis Veterans Legacy Program. 

Anniversary of Louis Riel’s execution
NOVEMBER 16, 2020 

Each year, on the anniversary of the death of Louis 
Riel, the Manitoba Metis Federation hosts a memorial 
service in St. Boniface, at the gravesite of the Founder 
of Manitoba and Leader of the Métis Nation. 

The service includes a renewed commitment to the 
work of Louis Riel, paying homage to his leadership. 
It was his dedication to ensuring that all the people 
of the Red River were represented in the negotiations 
that would bring Manitoba into Confederation.
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It is in the passing of Louis Riel that he is recognized 
for the ultimate sacri�ce he made for this province 
and for the rights of the Metis people and all those 
living here in the 1800’s.  Each year on November 
16th, we remember and celebrate the true history 
of Louis Riel.
Louis Riel, (born Oct. 23, 1844, St. Boniface, 
Assiniboia [western Canada]—died Nov. 16, 1885, 
Regina, District of Assiniboia, Northwest Territories, 
Can.), Canadian leader of the Métis in western 
Canada.

This year, the Manitoba Metis Federation celebrated 
virtually by �lming several vignettes that displayed 
important stories of the founding of Manitoba and 
sharing speeches from today’s Métis leaders, as 
well as several allies of the Métis Nation.

1869 Red River Resistance      
DECEMBER 8, 2020

On December 8, 1869, a Declaration of the People 
of Rupertsland and the Northwest from Upper Fort 
Garry was issued.  The Declaration proclaimed that 
a Provisional Government was established and that 
it would be the only lawful authority in Rupert’s Land 
and the Northwest. The Declaration identi�ed that 
the Provisional Government would ready itself to 
enter negotiations with the Canadian Government.  

February 10, 1870 the Convention of Forty selected 
3 delegates- Alfred H. Scott, Judge John Black, and 
Rev. Noel Ritchot- to represent the Assembly and 
negotiate with Canada in Ottawa.

To mark this occasion in 2020, the Manitoba Metis 
Federation created educational videos on the 
Making of Manitoba:

https://www2.metisnation.ca/news/making-
manitoba-the-role-of-the-metis-in-the-red-river-
resistance/ 

h t t p s : / / w w w . m a n i t o b a m e t i s . c o m /
announcements/the-life-of-louis-riel-and-1869-
resistance-booklets/

MAKING MANITOBA
The Role of the Métis in the Red River Resistance and the 

Formation of the Provisional Government 1869-70

LA CRÉATION DU MANITOBA
Le rôle des Métis dans la résistance de la rivière Rouge

de 1869-1870 et la formation du gouvernement provisoire 
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Manitoba Métis Holiday Special
DECEMBER 25, 2020

The Métis Nation celebrated Manitoba’s birthday in 
unique ways over the year, many by virtual events 
such as this Manitoba Métis Holiday Special.

It is no secret that the Métis people are well known 
for their love of music and dance.  For many, music 
is more than a tune – it is the Heartbeat of the 
Métis Nation. The Métis people are also known for 
their deep commitment to community and family, 
something that wasn’t possible to express for most 
during our pandemic. To help raise spirits, a one-
hour special of favorite holiday songs performed by 
Manitoba’s best Métis entertainers aired on CTV 
Winnipeg and showcased on the Métis National 
Council and Manitoba Metis Federation websites.

Traditional Métis New Year’s Eve 
Celebration
DECEMBER 31, 2020

The New Year is another time of special celebration 
in Métis villages – often more celebrated than 
Christmas. Our Métis celebrations are always about 
bringing family home to celebrate. Everyone knows 
they are expected home to visit and see their family 
and friends in the community. It is a time for feasting, 
visiting, singing and dancing.  From east to west, 
north to south across the Métis Nation Homeland, 
traditions and celebrations are shared across Métis 
families.

Of course, for many this was not possible due to the 
challenges of the COVID-19 pandemic. Many found 
ways to virtually celebrate and connect with their 
loved ones. 

2020 was about �nding ways to meet the challenges 
of the COVID-19 pandemic, but it was also very 
important to close out the year with a celebration of 
the 150th birthday of Manitoba joining confederation. 
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The Métis Nation would like to acknowledge and thank

Canadian Heritage,
The Royal Canadian Mint and

Canada Post
for their contributions to make  Métis Nation 2020 – Manitoba 150

a most memorable year of celebrations.
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Canadian Patrimoine
Heritage canadienIn partnership with

Thanks for joining
Métis Nation as we 

honoured, acknowledged 
and celebrated!




